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We  first met on March 20, 2025, for a Welcome Reception with the Spring 2025 Leadership Forum at the 

Center for Houston’s Future offices. Russell Richard, the Center ’s SVP of Leadership Init iatives, Alumni 

Engagement, & Community Outreach, welcomed the class and thanked everyone for their participation. 

Cindy Yeilding, Board Chair, and David Gow, President & CEO, informed us about the great work of the Center. 
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Day 2: Galveston

On Thursday, March 27, we kicked off the forum at the Tremont House in 

Galveston, with dinner, introduct ions,  and a visit  form former board 

member and BOI, Shrub Kempner, who gave us a brief history lesson on 

Galveston.
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Understanding the Houston Region
After dinner, Russell Richard, the Center’s SVP of Leadership Init iatives, Alumni 

Engagement, & Community Outreach, took us on a journey through the Houston region’s 
development from the bold and improbable founding of Houston by the Allen  brothers in 1836 
to the current day as the fourth largest and most culturally diverse metropolitan area  in the 

nation. Russell, guided the discussion and together we examined the role civic leadership has  
played in the growth and success of the region, and noted the patterns, values and guiding 

principles that are in evidence throughout our history.
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Day 3 – Morning Reflections
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Day 3 – Speed Networking
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Day 3 – Speed Networking



Day 3 – Galveston Excursions
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Excursions Presentations
Group 1
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Group 1 - Highlights
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Group 2
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Group 2 - Highlights
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Group 3
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Group 3

Highlights



Group 4
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Group 4
Highlights
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Group 5
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Group 5
Highlights
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Group 6
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Group 6
Highlights
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Steve Stephens, CEO

Day 4: Amegy Bank



Spring 2025 Business and  Civic  Leadership Forum • Page 24

Steve Kean: President & CEO

Greater Houston Partnership

Advancing Opportunity
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Advancing Opportunities
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Harnessing the Power of Diversity: 

Dr. Jobi Martinez, Harris Health
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Harness the Power of Diversity

Dr. Jobi Martinez



Day 5: Houston Zoo
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Adrian Cavazos, Lee Ehmke, & Sheryl Kolasinski
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Healthcare: Dr. Hardeep Singh
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Healthcare: Dr. Hardeep Singh

Kristen McLean

Visual Note



Learning Journeys  

Making The Most Of Your Leadership Forum Experience
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Ranking Topics



Learning 

Journeys  

Planning
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Learning Journeys  

Planning
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Day 6: Happy Hour
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Hosted at The Marek Brothe rs  head  off ice with  

guest speake rs  Stan Marek & Linda Lorel le 

discussing the  topic of  immig rat ion in Houston
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Day 7: Federal Reserve Bank of Houston

Daron Peschel, Senior Vice President 
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Early Childhood Education: Dr. Melanie Johnson

Collaborative for Children
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Early Childhood Education: Dr. Melanie Johnson
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Social Hour
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Education
Learning Journey 

Presentations
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Education
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Education
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Urban Planning & 

Infrastructure
Learning Journey 

Presentations
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Urban Planning & Infrastructure
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Economic 

Development

Learning Journey 

Presentations
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Economic Development
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Healthcare
Learning Journey 

Presentations
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Healthcare
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Housing & 

Homelessness

Learning Journey 

Presentations
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Housing & Homelessness
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Day 8: Silver Eagle

Karen Martin, Assistant Controller
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Affordable Housing 

Tamara Foster & Ron Lastimosa, New Hope Housing
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Tamara Foster & Ron Lastimosa 

New Hope Housing



What’s Next: Board Chair Acknowledgement
Cindy Yeilding, the Center’s Board Chair acknowledged our participation in and 

completion of the Spring Leadership Forum which kicked off our final activity,

 graduation.  
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Congratulations CHF Class of 2025



JDGAdvisors
P.O. Box 22891  

Houston, TX77227

832-305-6747
joni@jonidgoodman.com

www.jdgadvisors .com

mailto:joni@jonidgoodman.com
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