
Expanding the Network of Community Leaders

Fall 2025 Business/Civic Leadership Forum Report



Welcome

Fall 2025 Business and Civic Leadership Forum • Page 2

Table of Contents

Welcome & Contents 2
Fall 2025 Leadership Forum Class 3
Welcome/Kickoff Reception 4
Day 2: Galveston Retreat 5-6

Dinner & Introductions 5
Russell Richard: History Map 6

Day 3: Galveston Retreat 7-22
Morning Reflections 7
Speed Networking 8-9
Galveston Discovery Excursion 10
Excursion Presentation Group 1 11-12
Excursion Presentation Group 2 13-14
Excursion Presentation Group 3 15-16
Excursion Presentation Group 4 17-18
Excursion Presentation Group 5 19-20 
Excursion Presentation Group 6 21-22 

Day 4: Houston’s Business Climate & Population Insights 23-29
John Arcidiacono: Health Museum Intro 24
Steve Kean: Advancing Opportunity 25-26
Kristen McClean: Graphic Recorder                                              27
Dr. Ruth López Turley: Houston Demographics 28-29

Day 5: A Closer Look at Affordable Housing 30-35
Chris Schreck: Federal Reserve Intro & Tour 30-31
Tamara Foster & Katie Lamb: Homelessness 32-33
Learning Journey Selection 34
Learning Journey Planning 35

Day 6: Understanding the Impact of Immigration 36
Stan Marek & Linda Lorelle: Immigration                                      36                                              

Day 7: Digital Innovation and Artificial Intelligence 37-39
Dr. Debalina Sengupta: Artificial Intelligence 38-39

Day 7 & 8: Learning Journey Presentations 40-50
Education 40-41
Healthcare 42-43
Innovation/AI 44-46
Infrastructure 47-48
Future Workforce 49-50

Day 8: The Importance of Early Childhood Education 51-59
Dr. Melanie Johnson: Early Childhood Education 52-53
CEO and Board Chair Acknowledgement 54
Graduation 55-58
CHF Fall Class of 2025 59

Forum Report Prepared By: JDGAdvisors



CLASS of Fall 2025

Fall 2025 Business and Civic Leadership Forum • Page 3

CHF STAFF

David Gow, President & CEO

Russell Richard, SVP - Leadership Initiatives, Alumni Engagement, Community 
Outreach

Jennifer Beers, Coordinator

FACILITATION TEAM – JDGAdvisors

Joni D. Goodman, CPTD – Facilitator

Kristen McLean – Graphic Recorder

Sharon Nasr – Admin & Virtual Producer

Christine Abbruscato

Port Houston

Adam Fitzhenry

Memorial Hermann Health 
System

Orjanel Lewis

Exxon Mobil

Darlin Rodriguez

MyCHN

Michael Amilcar

Be Equitable

Seleria Fletcher

Memorial Hermann Hospital 
Katy

Claudia Maldonado

Get Choice

Carla Sapsford

Strategic Knowledge Partners 
LLC

Garrett Auzenne

Civi Consultants

Carla Glover

Civicap Partners

Scott Marr

HDR

Tracey Shappro

Vision Production Group

Lisa Marie Avendaño

Houston Zoo

Arquella Hargrove

Alchemy Consulting Group

Elizabeth Marshall Black

K Harvey Brand Partners

Gabriela Smith

Big State Construction

Jennifer Baron

AHC

Lindsey Hurst

Houston Ballet

Sandra Martinez

New Hope Housing

Adam Traweek

Amegy Bank

John Calhoun

Memorial Hermann Health 
System

Meredith Johnson

METRO

Sheroo Mukhtiar

Interfaith Ministries

Angelia Tucker

Memorial Hermann Health 
System

Rhonda Cook

New Hope Housing

Bryce Kennard

Harris County Sports & 
Convention Corporation

Otis Murrel

Silver Eagle

Whitney Whitmire

Whitmire & Munoz

Jennifer Dean

Smith and Dean, Inc.

Jason Kosarek

Daikin Comfort Technologies

Emily Pauley

Houston Health Foundation

Jeff Wilkinson

NRG

Shekira Dennis

Harris Country

Victoria Lara

Harris County Precinct 2

Amy Pierce

Community Leader

Mike Zimmerman

Camden

Frances Villagran-Glover

Houston City College

Eldon Lewis

KIPP Texas Public Schools

Colleen Reilly

Houston City College



Day 1: Welcome/Kickoff Reception 
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We first met on August 26, 2025, for a Welcome/Kick-off Reception with the Fall 2025 Leadership Forum at

the Center for Houston’s Future offices. Russell Richard, the Center’s SVP of Leadership Initiatives, Alumni

Engagement, & Community Outreach, welcomed the class and thanked everyone for their participation. Cindy

Yeilding, CHF Board Chair, and David Gow, CHF President & CEO, informed us about the great work of the

Center.
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Day 2: Galveston Retreat-Networking Reception & Dinner

On Thursday, September 4, we met at the Tremont House Hotel in Galveston, for a

reception, dinner, and class introductions.
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Houston Region History Presentation
After dinner, Russell Richard, took us on a journey through the Houston region’s development from the

bold and improbable founding of Houston by the Allen brothers in 1836 to the current day as the

fourth largest and most culturally diverse metropolitan area in the nation. Russell, guided the

discussion and together we examined the role civic leadership has played in the growth and success

of the region, and noted the patterns, values and guiding principles that are in evidence throughout our

history.
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Day 3: Galveston Retreat - Morning Reflections
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Day 3: Galveston Retreat - Speed Networking



Fall 2025 Business and Civic Leadership Forum • Page 9

Day 3: Galveston Retreat - Speed Networking



Day 3: Galveston Retreat Discovery Excursions
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Group 1: Excursion Presentation
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Group 1: Highlights
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Group 2: Excursion Presentation



Group 2:  

Highlights
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Group 3: Excursion Presentation
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Group 3:

Highlights
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Group 4: Excursion Presentation



Group 4:

Highlights
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Group 5: Excursion Presentation



Group 5:

Highlights
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Group 6: Excursion Presentation



Group 6:

Highlights
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Day 4: Houston’s Business Climate and Population Insights

Health Museum Houston
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John Arcidiacono, President & CEO
Health Museum Houston
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Steve Kean, President & CEO - Greater Houston Partnership

Advancing Opportunity
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Advancing Opportunity
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Kristen McLean, Visual Notes

Graphic Recorder
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Houston Demographics, Assets, & Challenges

Dr. Ruth López Turley, Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Houston Demographics, Assets, & Challenges

Dr. Ruth López Turley, Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Day 5: A Closer Look at Affordable Housing

Chris Schreck, Federal Reserve Bank of Houston
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Federal 

Reserve 

Bank of 

Houston
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Tamara Foster & Katie Lamb, New Hope Housing

The Complexity of Homelessness
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The Complexity of Homelessness



Learning Journeys
Making The Most Of Your Leadership Forum Experience
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Ranking Topics



Learning 

Journey

Teams
Planning

Session
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Day 6: Understanding the Impact of Immigration 
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Hosted at The Marek Brothers 

head office with guest speakers 

Stan Marek & Linda Lorelle 

discussing the topic of 

immigration in Houston
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Day 7: Digital Innovation & Artificial Intelligence 

The Ion Houston



Fall 2025 Business and Civic Leadership Forum • Page 38

Demystifying the Artificial Intelligence Language

Dr. Debalina Sengupta, PhD, University of Houston
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Demystifying the Artificial Intelligence Language

Dr. Debalina Sengupta, PhD, University of Houston
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Education

Learning Journey Presentation
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Education
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Healthcare

Learning Journey Presentation
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Healthcare
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Innovation / AILearning Journey 

Presentation
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Innovation / AI
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Innovation / AI
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Infrastructure, Transportation, 

& Resilience

Learning Journey 

Presentation
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Infrastructure, Transportation, & Resilience
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Learning Journey 

Presentation

Future Workforce/

Economic Mobility
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Future Workforce/Economic Mobility
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Day 8: The Importance of Early Childhood Education

Silver Eagle Distributors
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Early Childhood Education

Dr. Melanie Johnson, Collaborative for Children
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Early Childhood Education

Dr. Melanie Johnson, Collaborative for Children



CEO and Board Chair Acknowledgement
David Gow, the Center’s President & CEO, and Cindy Yeilding, the 

Center’s Board Chair congratulated the Fall 2025 cohort.  
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Graduation
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Congratulations CHF Class of 2025
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