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We  first met on August 28, 2024, for a Welcome Reception of the Fall 2024 Leadership Forum at the 

Center for Houston’s Future offices. Russell Richard, the Center ’s SVP of Leadership Init iatives, 

Alumni Engagement, & Community Outreach, welcomed the class and thanked everyone for their 

participation. Cindy Yeilding, Board Chair, and Brett Perlman, former President & CEO, informed us about 

the great work of the Center. 
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Day 2: Galveston
On Thursday September 5, we kicked off the forum at the Tremont House 
in Galveston, with dinner, introduct ions,  and a history lesson on Houston.
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Understanding the Houston Region
After dinner, Russell Richard, the Center’s SVP of Leadership Init iatives, Alumni 
Engagement, & Community Outreach, took us on a journey through the Houston region’s 
development from the bold and improbable founding of Houston by the Allen  brothers in 1836 
to the current day as the fourth largest and most culturally diverse metropolitan area  in the 
nation. Russell, guided the discussion and together we examined the role civic leadership has  
played in the growth and success of the region, and noted the patterns, values and guiding 
principles that are in evidence throughout our history.
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Day 3 – Morning Reflections
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Day 3 – Speed Networking
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Day 3 – David Gow – CHF President & CEO



Day 3 – Galveston Excursions
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Excursions Presentations
Group 1
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Group 1 - Highlights
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Group 2
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Group 2 - Highlights
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Group 3
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Group 3
Highlights



Group 4
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Group 4
Highlights
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Group 5
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Group 5
Highlights
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Ken Smiley, EVP – Treasury Management 
Division Manger, Amegy Bank

Day 4: Amegy Bank
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Steve Kean: President & CEO
Greater Houston Partnership

Creating Opportunities
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Creating 
Opportunities
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State of DEI : Dr. Jobi Martinez, Harris Health
Day 4: Addressing Systemic Issues
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Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Dr. Jobi Martinez



Fall 2024 Business and  Civic  Leadership Forum • Page 26

Early Childhood Education: Dr. Melanie Johnson
Collaborative for Children
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Early Childhood Education: Dr. Melanie Johnson



Day 5: Children’s Museum of Houston
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Rayanne Darensbourg, CEO
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Healthcare: Dr. Andrea Bradford
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Healthcare: Dr. Andrea Bradford



Learning Journey’s  

Making The Most Of Your Forum Experience
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Learning Journey 
Voting
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Children’s Museum Tour



Fall 2024 Business and  Civic  Leadership Forum • Page 33

Children’s Museum Tour



Day 6: Happy Hour
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Hosted at The Marek Brothe rs  head  off ice with  
guest speake r Stan  Marek  discuss ing the top ic  of 

immigrat ion  in  Houston
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Day 7: Federal Reserve Bank of Houston
Donald Bowers, Vice President
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Federal Reserve Bank of Houston - Tour
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Affordable Housing 
Joy Horak-Brown, New Hope Housing
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Joy Horak-Brown
New Hope Housing
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Healthcare
Learning Journey 

Presentations
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Healthcare
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Infrastructure

Learning Journey 
Presentations
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Infrastructure
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Economy
Learning Journey 

Presentations
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Economy
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Education

Learning Journey 
Presentations
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Education
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Day 8: Silver Eagle

Sophia Cunningham – Energy Transition
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Sophia Cunningham
Energy Transition



What’s Next: Graduate Engagement
Engaging with the Center

To complement all we had learned during the learning journey presentations, we learned more 
about the Center for Houston’s Future initiatives from Cindy Yeilding, the Center’s Board Chair.
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Graduation
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Congratulations CHF Class of 2024



JDGAdvisors
P.O. Box 22891  

Houston, TX77227
832-305-6747

joni@jonidgoodman.com
www.jdgadvisors .com

mailto:joni@jonidgoodman.com
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