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Day 1: Welcome/Kickoff Reception 

Fall 2025 Business and Civic Leadership Forum Å Page 4

We first met on August26, 2025, for a Welcome/Kick-off Receptionwith the Fall2025LeadershipForumat

the Centerfor IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎFuture offices. RussellRichard,the /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎSVPof LeadershipInitiatives,Alumni

Engagement,& CommunityOutreach,welcomedthe classandthankedeveryonefor their participation. Cindy

Yeilding,CHFBoardChair,and DavidGow,CHFPresident& CEO,informed us about the great work of the

Center.
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Day 2: Galveston Retreat-Networking Reception & Dinner

On Thursday, September 4, we met at the Tremont House Hotel in Galveston, for a

reception, dinner, and class introductions.
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Houston Region History Presentation
After dinner, Russell Richard, took us on a journey through the Houstonregionôsdevelopment from the

bold and improbable founding of Houston by the Allen brothers in 1836 to the current day as the

fourth largest and most culturally diverse metropolitan area in the nation. Russell, guided the

discussion and together we examined the role civic leadership has played in the growth and success

of the region, and noted the patterns, values and guiding principles that are in evidence throughout our

history.
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Day 3: Galveston Retreat - Morning Reflections
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Day 3: Galveston Retreat - Speed Networking



Fall 2025 Business and Civic Leadership Forum Å Page 9

Day 3: Galveston Retreat - Speed Networking



Day 3: Galveston Retreat Discovery Excursions
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Group 1: Excursion Presentation
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Group 1: Highlights
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Group 2: Excursion Presentation



Group 2:  

Highlights
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Group 3: Excursion Presentation
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Group 3:

Highlights
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Group 4: Excursion Presentation



Group 4:

Highlights
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Group 5: Excursion Presentation



Group 5:

Highlights
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Group 6: Excursion Presentation



Group 6:

Highlights
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Day 4: Houstonôs Business Climate and Population Insights

Health Museum Houston
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John Arcidiacono, President & CEO
Health Museum Houston
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Steve Kean, President & CEO - Greater Houston Partnership

Advancing Opportunity
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Advancing Opportunity
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Kristen McLean, Visual Notes

Graphic Recorder
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Houston Demographics, Assets, & Challenges

Dr. Ruth López Turley, Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Houston Demographics, Assets, & Challenges

Dr. Ruth López Turley, Kinder Institute for Urban Research
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Day 5: A Closer Look at Affordable Housing

Chris Schreck, Federal Reserve Bank of Houston
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Federal 

Reserve 

Bank of 

Houston
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Tamara Foster & Katie Lamb, New Hope Housing

The Complexity of Homelessness
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The Complexity of Homelessness



Learning Journeys
Making The Most Of Your Leadership Forum Experience
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Ranking Topics



Learning 

Journey

Teams
Planning

Session
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Day 6: Understanding the Impact of Immigration 
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Hosted at The Marek Brothers 

head office with guest speakers 

Stan Marek & Linda Lorelle 

discussing the topic of 

immigration in Houston



Fall 2025 Business and Civic Leadership Forum Å Page 37

Day 7: Digital Innovation & Artificial Intelligence 

The Ion Houston






































